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his hand over hers,while the Brahman repeating sacred verses
asks them to wash the ghofs feet and put a saffron spot
(tilak) on his forehead. This done, the Brahman places the
kunwar's hand in the ghofs hand, to signify that the L arents
of the bride have of their own free will made a gift
(kanyadaii) of her to the bridegroom.

The Brahman then unties their hands, places a silk cloth

in  front of them,   and behind  this cloth  they look  at each

other's faces for the first time.    This i&laniufin.    He then

removes the cloth, gently knocking their heads (mathd melt)

- together three times.

Here ends the marriage ceremony. Friends and relations
offer congratulations, wave some money over the haads of
the couple, and give it to the Brahman, who offers his
benediction (aslrbad) and departs. The whole of the bed I is
performed during the night, and on its completion the
married couple leave the bcdi and go together to the inner
apartments.

In the morning the pancMyat assembles in the bride's
house, and her father gives her leave to depart. The
procession then starts for the bridegroom's house.
The bridegroom leads the way, followed by the bride
and the musicians beating drums. The couple are not
admitted into the house at once The bridegroom's mother
brings a plate covered with rice, a lighted lamp, betel nut,
dates, red cotton thread, a small wooden box (dabla), a
churner (muudharz). She also brings a pCitri (wooden plate)
which is placed outside the door, and a square wooden frame
which is brought from the bride's house. The Brahman and
the bridegroom's mother stand inside the door ; the bride
stands outside, with her right toe on the wooden plate and
her right thumb on the frame, and the bridegroom's mother
wraps the thread seven times round her right foot, while the
Brahman recites some verses. This is called sftt* The
bridegroom's mother then takes the thread off the bride's
foot, places it round her neck and leads her inside the house
followed by the bridegroom and party.